The Social Contract

These three thinkers made the world more revolutionary.

Thomas Hobbes – English Philosopher (1588 – 1679) lived through civil war. He was a battle nurse and tended to the wounded. 
What shaped his thinking? He was probably going through ptsd after the war. 
His outlook on the world is the basis of how he thinks. He writes the leviatin to make a point to people that they should continue to tolerate living under a king. He believes a bad king is better than revolution. He comes up with State of nature – the time before there is any king of government in the state of nature. He believes life is nasty brutish and short.
Ideal government is an absolute monarchy. People make a social contract with their king and they agree to give up their rights in order to receive protection. 

Hobbe and almost all philosophers have almost always started from the question “who are we at our essence?”

No one knows what it would be like to live without a king. So Hobbes envisions madness without a king. He said what we would do to one another under certain circumstances. He thinks we are all maniacs. In the absence of some force of acting out of urges, he believes that’s exactly what we would do. War was a glimpse of what we would do (man killing man). He believed we needed a king with a strong army to protect us from ourselves. The reason we create government so we protect each other because we are crazy. 

It’s in our own self-interest to tolerate a king, even if we don’t like him because he is keeping us alive. We are given a power from god. We give away our right as maniacs, which is to beat the crap out of people. 

“Thou should not commit violence on others” 

He doesn’t think we have the right to private property until the king says so. 

John locke – English Philosopher (1632 – 1704)
Disagrees with Hobbes about human nature. He thinks people are not jerks that our experiences and environment have to do with what kind of person we are. State of nature isn’t bad, better than a bad king. He wants a fair government: representative democracy where the government doesn’t have too much power and neither does the people. The power would be between separate branches (checks and balances). Locke believes the social contract is between the people and government. The government protects our rights and us or we overthrow them.  

Father of liberalism – to be liberated from the oppressive authority of the state (monarchy). Wanting to break free from the government for freedom. 

Economic liberalism – being able to practice your own lively hood for profit existence free from government).

He says we are born with natural rights, which is private property. He equates the material well being. Private property comes before government. 

In our natural state he picked up a stone, stick and twine and created something so it is his but before that individually it was open to everyone. Now it’s his private property. 
· if he owns nothing else, he owns his body (god gave it to him so its his, with energy and power)
· energy is manifested through labor
· personal property is important
· implication that property comes before government
· a government to weaken our property rights
· it begins to attack our rights and violates our rights so we start a civil war
· people are openly questioning what makes a government legitament (god was the answer)
· after hobbs we began to question the government
· 1st time in history governments tested
· modernity was a massive complex tapestry
· can we indentify the 2 stands that are important?
· Any government that messes with property is illegitament. Only way they can mess with it is if they raise the taxes
· To understand locke is to understand the strands of philosophy
· US is a lockian country, eurpose is rousseian

· Locke’s labor theory of property 
· Property is a private right 
· The natural state is common property 

Jean Jacque Rousseau – Swiss Philosopher (1712 – 1778)
He was first to use the term social contract. He disagrees with Lock and Hobbes. He thinks people are kind except when you put them in societies then they change. He said people were noble savages. He wants a little government, direct democracy (no representative, just the people). He doesn’t want government or king; people should just come together and decide. 

· He takes the position that in our state of nature we are pretty good people, we want to get along and do right by each other 
· In our natural state we didn’t have private property because we got along, we didn’t take things from each other because we shared.
· If we took thinks from each other than it meant there was security
· We need to be greater than the savage were supposed to be
· In an “lockian” world you grab what you can, but rouseeau says we are better than that 
· When we are in a community what matters is our shared interest. Our self-interest matters yes but we are a community so we have to rise above selfishness and see what the best interest in the community is. The General Will is the object (peoples choice).
· Property degrades our soul, we start to judge each other on the basis of how much property one has. Why is it that so many of us to feel better about ourselves we have to denigrate someone who is poorer than us? He hated materialism “stuff” starts becoming meaningful to us. 
· We start comparing our things with each other and start lacking meaning. We fill that gap by looking at someone who has less stuff than us and makes us feel better. 
· Materialism didn’t exist for plato (it’s an illusion)
· The Beware of listening to this impostor; you are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to nobody
· The impostor wears a disguise 
· Demonism – the earth has been given to all of us and we are supposed to be the shepherds (good stuart) of the flocks 
· He has to move to france for religious reasons
· Discourse in equality, it’s the prospect and insight on modern society
· 1st social critics of modernity (first to hold a mirror to Europe and ask if they’re happy. He is criticizing the world. He said the world is morally wrong of how we have created it.
· He questions why we can create this modern world of materialist things and tolerate poverty and suffering
· Adam smith feels Rousseau’s feelings about the poor 
· He is concerned about the poor but smith isn’t really passionate about it
· Smith starts learning about market economy, if the government gets out the way people would be able to trade and make a way in life which would help people from poverty
· What is it in human nature that lets us look at someone poorer than we are and instead of finding common ground we make fun of them? Why do we have the need to make ourselves better by degrading another human being?
· Civil society is the real fall (we have created our own fallen world)
· God wanted us to enjoy life, but he says that’s a lie
· Smith says Locke is an imposter and calling him out.
· People must be to live free 

The Real Adam Smith – 1723 
· moral philosopher 
· father of modern economics 
· born in scottland, invented the idea of impartial spectator
· impartial spectator – the sum total of everything that we have ever learned about whats right or wrong, polite or rude
· how society and economy should work
· recorded his idea in two comprehension book – Theory of moral sentiments and Wealth of Nations
· he was concerned about the well being of the poor 
· he had a view of the market from his room so he would always watch people trade and buy products 
· he thought trust was the key to society 
· he studied peoples behaviors so it tells us what it shows us about humans 
· scientific method inspires smith 
· he wants to know how people have the gift of language 
· smith didn’t think language was from god
· he thinks we get it from signs and sounds
· david hume – human beings can grow and develop without god 
· adam studies david hume and is eager to share his ideas about it
· Scottish believes you have to observe to understand people, to know if they are selfish or not 
· He argues against mercantilism because it is unfair and allows for the concentration of too much wealth and too few hands. It is not sustainable. Nations cannot achieve real wealth until they are freely able to trade with one another. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He was not a fan of slavery- it was inhuman and destroy Britain 

Mercantilism 
Early imagination of capitalism 
· Europe’s imagination of how to deal with material wealth 
· Fueled by two things that are interrelationship
· Gold and silver 
· The great of the enclosure movement and commodification of land and labor 
· Capital needed to sustain a family (surplus capital)
· The opening imagination of how to deal with wealth 
· The more we have the less our competitors have the better
· Our enemy’s enemy is our friend
· 

Class notes
Why do the Greeks matter? 
1. Aristotle - there is an objective truth and we can know it (the truth is right here)
a. We see things as being objective 
b. Each person thinks their thought is true 
c. Relativism is a defining characteristic of modernity 
d. Greeks believe in an objective truth not relativism 
e. Greeks say our genius lies in our capacity for genius. The life that is spent to pursue knowledge, It’s why we are here and makes us different. 
f. Hypnosis, test, analysis and repeat (then you have truth, by investigating the natural truth)
2. Plato felt there is a truth out there but he didn’t think we would ever know it 
i. We won’t know what he argues because the truth is not in this world 
ii. He is referred to as an idealist, in the sense that he begins with a non-religious based world that the truth exists in another realm.  
iii. He thinks this world doesn’t exist 
3. Constantine announces he is Christian, he had a religious conversion. As a smart politician he thought it was the best move (he is roman)
a. He said he had a dream that he lead a team into battle with a Christian cross burning in the sky that said “in my name you should lead your army to battle and win”. By announcing his religion he made it safer to be Christian in the roman empire and establish himself as the head of the movement and military 
b. He is the head of the Christian movement and realizes there are no rules. 

Why did the pope say he needed money?
1. He had exhausted the Vatican treasury (pot of money that was contributions from people to the church)
a. He would have orgy’s that would last for weeks and have parties 
b. Decreased the emotional tie people had with the church 
2. The pope was raising money for a renovation and expansion (his personal church)

Vow of chastity -  

Sale of indulgences – pope Leo 10th did not create the sale of indulgences
a. If 3 out of 5 kings votes for you then you can be pope
b. 1525 he begins usury (lend money with interest) because of Fugger 
i. Usury was forbidden in the Jewish tribe but you can do it to a non Jew 

Jacob Fugger – lived in Germany, he inherited his uncles business in mining metals and lead
b. He expands the business and realizes the real money is in banking 
c. How do we live in this life to make it in the next existence 
a. First life is short, 2nd life will last forever
b. There’s a certainty in an afterlife
d. What role will he let materialism play in his life?
a. Before he would say none or that he didn’t have any
b. His attitude then changes and he gets into banking and starts lending money with interest 
i. Capitalism is the liquidity of capital itself (capital can move from hand to hand)
1. It moves in the form of investment, hoping you create more capital. If you don’t move money with interest you won’t make more  
ii. He gets approval to take the churches money to the Vatican’s (skimming)
c. He positions himself has lender of choice 
d. The kings needed to borrow money from someone
i. One is from another king 
ii. Go to the pope 
iii. Or go to Fugger 
e. Reformation – catholic church wanted to make changes
a. Protestant work ethic, then the Lutherans were saying what about us 
b. Usury 
f. He creates his own army and private logistic system 
a. He was able to find out everyone’s information in Europe that people wouldn’t know for weeks. 
b. He starts trading on information and grow his empire and out maneuvering his competition 

John Calvin - God is all powerful
· He believes that god knows who will go to heaven and hell 
· He loves some of us more than others so much that he might take us back to him 
· Calvinism 

Medici – powerful family who would lend money with interest 

Adam Smith didn’t like the Monopoly concept  

Enclosure movement – process that in Europe it lasted 100 of years, land was almost was never seen as a commodity. It was never sold (it would change between kingdoms). The control of land transferred only through war between kings or if it’s been passed on by the king. 
	- People with land are apart of the kings circle or have an army 

Divine right of kings – each surviving eldest son was appointed to be king. The divine (god) himself gave them the right. There was no political philosophy.

1530’s King Henry 8th – he wanted a divorce because he couldn’t kill his wife and the pope said no. He dissolves the monasteries, where the catholic people did their ministries. If you were poor and wanted your kids to have an education they would be in the monasteries. They were there to do gods will. When he throws out the Catholics it freezes 30-40% of the land. Which starts the beginning of landowners. They closed off the land and that’s when gold and silver became popular. 
· Commodification of land 
· In England they had the best wool, so they replaced humans with sheep so they can sell the wool 
· the start of jewelry started class, status and wealth 
· British textile industry – wool was taken into factories so they would be made into clothes 
· The Dutch had the most power and started trading
· King henry needs to raise cash for his navy because the Dutch was sailing through his land to India and bringing back goodies and he didn’t like it 
· He then bombed the Dutch but they would still trade 
· Netherlands was the first capitalist state 
· Private property law started in great Britain 
· Poor laws – were laws that were intuited by the British when homelessness was getting out of control
· They were very harsh and were penalties for begging 
· It was the governments place with peoples tax dollars to help people who are homeless
· The British started the enclosure movement – to close land and declare it’s there’s 
· This started hardcore capitalism 
· School of Athens 
· Depth perception would unlock the key to the answers 
· Science provides a new way of existing 
· Aristotle is a materialist – if he can’t touch it, taste it, it’s not real
· Humanist movement – read option of the lost Greek  
· Thomas Hobbs writes the leviatin 
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